HSE Launches Two-Month Farm Inspection Campaign
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) will be launching a campaign of targeted inspections of agricultural sites.
Inspectors will focus on issues including machinery, falls from height, child safety and risk posed by livestock.
In October and November 2018, the HSE ran a series of agriculture compliance events in South West and Eastern
England, Wales and Scotland, which focused on the practical steps that farms can take to ensure compliance ahead
of the inspection visits.
The events were developed as a result of research into farmers’ attitudes to risk and were aimed at changing
industry behaviours.
The HSE field operations directorate is planning to carry out 100 visits to farms in each of the four regions between
January and March, which will cover 10% of the farms that attended the events and 10% that declined or did not
respond to the invitation.
The HSE’s latest statistics on fatal injuries reveal that agriculture has the poorest safety record of any industry in
Great Britain. There were 33 deaths in 2017/18, which is around 18 times higher than the all industry fatal injury
rate.
Eight deaths were caused by a person being fatally injured by an animal. The next main cause of death was being
struck by a moving vehicle (6), followed by being trapped by something collapsing (5), being struck by an object (4)
and falls from height (3).
Rick Brunt, HSE’s head of agriculture, said: “We are seeing signs of a change in attitude across the farming industry
and while this is encouraging, these inspections act as a reminder to farmers of the importance of managing risks so
that everyone can go home from their work healthy.”
The HSE are also in the process of targeting inspections of food manufacturing sites to make sure your health is being
protected. For more information on risks and how to #workright, click on the following guidance
http://ow.ly/rBFT30ngtyl
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